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first responders who serve our state and put 
their lives at risk every day. For the seventh 
year, we recognize Southern Arizona’s heroes 
for their extraordinary responses to traumatic 
crises. 

Today, in the United States, more than 
900,000 law enforcement officers put their 
lives on the line for the safety and protection 
of others. They serve with valor and distinc-
tion—and with great success. Every day, 
countless lives are saved and touched by first 
responder units. 

As a native of Tucson, Arizona, I am privi-
leged to know personally these incredibly cou-
rageous and compassionate men and women. 
I have learned that being a first responder is 
not about what you do, it’s who you are. From 
Firefighter Adam Kroger, who worked with by-
standers to lift the driver of a semi-tractor trail-
er with lacerations and a compounded fracture 
out of his vehicle to safety, to Deputies Adrian 
Gallo and Joe Serrano, who risked their own 
safety to save a woman with life-threatening 
injuries after a head-on collision, today’s hon-
orees are joined by an innate sense of service 
and duty. 

I wish to congratulate Heroes Day Winners 
Firefighter Adam Kroger from the Golder 
Ranch Fire District, Deputy Adrian Gallo and 
Deputy Joe Serrano from the Pima County 
Sheriff’s Department, Officer Robert ‘‘Bobby’’ 
Kelly and Stephanie Kelly, RN, from the Tuc-
son Police Department, and Aaron Romero, 
Alexander Stewart, and Andrew Miles on this 
prestigious honor. I also congratulate Honor-
able Mentions Jose Madrigal from CBP Tuc-
son Sector Border Patrol, Deputy Don 
Molchan from the Pima County Sheriff’s De-
partment, and Firefighter Ryan Szach from the 

Golder Ranch Fire District. And finally, thank 
you to the local businesses and people of Ari-
zona who take their time and energy to make 
this special day of recognition possible. 

The commemoration ceremony on October 
15, 2015 will be a day in which we acknowl-
edge the history, achievements, contributions 
that first responders have made for Southern 
Arizona, and we are eternally grateful for their 
service to our community. 

f 
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the life of Sue Ann Wuest; a friend, 
an intellectual, and a valued member of our 
Toledo community. 

Sue was born in Oregon, Ohio on July 31, 
1956 to Joan and Howard Wuest. She was a 
graduate of Cardinal Stritch High School and 
earned her bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Toledo. 

Sue went on to serve as the assistant direc-
tor of the Urban Affairs Center at the Univer-
sity of Toledo for many years, where she 
worked to address challenges and find solu-
tions in urban and regional development. 

Her interest in her community led her to 
serve as a Member of the Toledo Planning 
Commission, where she helped to guide land- 
use decisions to create a better community life 
and economic opportunity for Toledo resi-

dents. During her time on the Toledo Planning 
Commission, the Commission voted unani-
mously to allow the Toledo Museum of Art to 
begin construction of its $25 million Center for 
Glass museum building, of which she had 
said: ‘‘We have to demonstrate courage to 
build buildings that make a statement for our 
time.’’ 

Sue was an active resident of the historic 
Old West End neighborhood, where she often 
threw parties to celebrate the Old West End 
Festival. Her commitment to her community 
did not end there; she thrived on mentoring 
public officials and young professionals. 

In her spare time, she was an artist, draw-
ing, making beaded jewelry and hand painted 
silk scarves, among other things. Sue also en-
joyed cooking for others. 

It seems as if Sue’s hallmark was to bring 
people together: among her family and friends, 
bring them together to celebrate a holiday or 
just to enjoy a dinner; at her work, where she 
sought out solutions with others to address the 
needs of the region; and in her community, 
where she dedicated her life to making the To-
ledo area a better place for all of us to live. 

Sue will be remembered lovingly by her par-
ents, Joan and Howard Wuest and her sisters, 
Ann Simpkins and Amy Roman; and her 
brothers-in-law, nieces and nephews, and her 
many friends. We offer them our prayers and 
hope that they find comfort in the wonderful 
memories of our dear friend, Sue, who will be 
remembered with affection and gratitude for 
her probing intellect, kind heart, and utter 
dedication to advancing Toledo as a commu-
nity, its people and its institutions. 
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